
 
 

1 
Un Llais Cymru / One Voice Wales 2025 
 

 
 

Community & Town Councils 

Biodiversity Action Plan 2026-2028 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 

Name of Community & Town Council: Nannerch Community Council  

Council type (Group 1, 2 or 3 for NRAP Objectives):  1 
Introduction and Context 

 

Nannerch is approximately 1,430ha, of which approximately 1,320ha (92%) is within the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape 
(NL).   
The NL recognises our finest landscapes and sets a framework for their protection.  Approximately 130ha (10% of the NL area) is within a 
Country Park administered by Denbighshire Countryside Service.  Nannerch CC does not own any land or buildings.  
 
Relevant habitats to Nannerch  
 

1. Heather Moorland 
Dominated by a mixture of heather, bilberry, crowberry, bell heather and western gorse.  The habitat requires management to create a 
different age structure to benefit associated species such as red and black grouse, stonechat and whinchat.   
 
Threats: 

• Conversion to grassland through ploughing and reseeding, liming and fertilisation. 
• Both under and over grazing, the latter often due to localised inappropriate management.   
• Poorly managed fires (when undertaken to create a diverse age range of heather) but also wildfires. 
• Supplementary feeding. 
• Encroachment of bracken. 
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• Increase in off road motorcycle and 4x4 use. 
• Lack of appropriate rotational heather management, ideally on a 15year rotation. 
• Afforestation. 
• Nitrogen enrichment due to atmospheric deposition. 

 
Required management: 

• Reduction or no stock during the winter, with ideally sheep grazing from early spring to eat any domineering grasses. 
• Control of the encroaching bracken either through cutting, bruising or spraying.  
• Burning or cutting of heather to create a diverse age structure.  

 
2. Wet woodland and river catchment 

The parish of Nannerch includes 5.15km of the Wheeler River.  Not only important for the water course itself, but also for the associated 
riparian zone.  These habitats include important corridors for the mitigation of species between fragmented habitats.  Locally important 
species include Otter, however Water Voles are found in neighbouring parishes and NCC should be mindful for opportunities to create 
favourable conditions within our parish. 
 
Threats: 

• Water pollution from agriculture, household sewage waste, acidification and drainage from the village. 
• A decrease in the quality of the bankside vegetation from overgrazing and poaching by livestock.  Mediation of the shape and course of 

the river. 
• Increase of non-native invasive species. 
• Disturbance from walkers. 
• Inappropriate land drainage. 

 
Requirement management: 

• Careful management of stock to ensure grass cover on banksides  
• Monitoring for signs of water vole. 
• Monitoring for signs of otters.  
• Monitoring of non-native invasive species.  Himalayan Balsam is known to be present downstream in the neighbouring Ysceifiog and 

Japanese Knotweed is sporadically found within the parish.  
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3. Farmland, woodland and landscape hedgerows 

Much of the central area of Nannerch includes areas of farmland and woodland, all entwined with a network of linking hedgerows.  Woodlands 
should be native and of a mixed age and sufficient light to allow saplings to thrive beneath.  
Hedges should be continuous, of native species and act as an important corridor between habitats.  Notable species include the nationally 
rare Dormice found in Hazel understorey within woodlands along the Wheeler, Lesser Horseshoe and Brown Long Eared Bats throughout the 
parish. 
 
Threats: 

• Insufficient woodland management and grazing levels preventing natural regeneration. 
• Lack of hedgerow management and the over dominance of non-native species such as Sycamore 
• Disease which will have potentially devastating landscape impact; Phytophthora Ramorum (Sudden Oak Death), Phytophthora Alni 

(Alder) and Hymenoscyphus fraxinea (Ash dieback). 
 
Requirement management: 

• Monitoring of dying trees and influencing the replacement by other species not currently at risk. 
• Ensure no habitat loss and removal of hedgerows 

 
 

NRAP 
Objectiv

e 

Biodiversity 
objectives 

Action planned Time scale 
 

Monitored by: 

1 

-embed biodiversity 
into decision making 
& procurement 

• NCC required to take into account biodiversity 
considerations when considering planning applications 
and other associated matters, such as footpath diversion 
orders and neighbourhood services. 

 
 
 
 
 

ongoing NCC 
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-raise awareness of 
biodiversity & its 
importance 

• Consider opportunities to assist in the monitoring of key 
species such as Black Grouse, Dormice, Water Vole and 
Otter.  Be aware of their habitat extent to ensure 
opportunities aren’t missed to encourage an increase in 
population and to create favourable conditions in the 
wider landscape. 
 

• Monitoring of dying trees with Phytophthora and Chalara 
and influencing their replacement by other species not 
currently at risk. 

 
 

  

2 

-safeguard principal 
species and habitats 

• Be aware of the management required and undertaken 
on key habitats within the parish.  Through this, NCC can 
ensure no negative impacts on protected species and 
both influence and encourage good management of 
habitats.  This management should include positive work 
on heathlands to include heather management but also 
management to stop the encroachment of bracken 
through cutting, spraying or bruising.   
 

• Ensure no habitat loss or removal of hedgerows. 

  

3 

-restore & create 
habitats and resilient 
ecological networks 

• Work with Welsh Government, Natural Resources Wales 
and North East Wales Wildlife Trust to influence good 
habitat maintenance, creation or restoration and 
encouragement of key species management through 
uptake of their schemes. 
 

• Discuss mowing regimes of verges with Flintshire County 
Council to consider frequency of cuts and to encourage 
wildflowers. 
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4 

-tackle negative 
factors: for e.g. 
reduce pollution, 
use nature based 
solutions, address 
invasive species 

• Be aware of any encroachment of Himalayan Balsam and 
Japanese Knotweed and report any findings to Flintshire 
County Council. 

  

5 
-use, improve, and 
share evidence 

   

6 

-support capacity 
and/or other 
organisations 

• Work with the CRDV National Landscape to identify 
funding opportunities that will benefit the area – the 
environment and access to it. 

 
 

  

   

 

Annual review of the Biodiversity Action Plan 
 

Date 
reviewed: 

 

What has worked well?    

What have the barriers 
been?   

 
 

What will you change?  

  
Next review due: Dec 2027  

Approved by Council on: Dec 2026  
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Back 
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